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The Treaty
of Utrecht
safeguards
Great
Britain's
interests,
 his genius when he won the great, though costly, victory of
Malplaquet, reduced Mons, and occupied the line of the
Scheldt. But the day of Maryborough's supremacy was
past: his Whig supporters had been dismissed; his beloved
duchess no longer controlled the Queen; his enemies, the
Tory pacifists, were in power and Harley was now First
Minister. Marlborough had no adequate support and dared
not risk any decisive battle, lest some defeat should com-
plete his overthrow. In 1711 the Emperor died and the
Archduke for whom the Allies were fighting succeeded to
the Austrian throne and to the Empire. Now therefore an
Allied victory could only result in the establishment of an
Austrian ruler upon the Spanish throne and the union of
the Spanish with the Austrian dominions. This would upset
the Balance of Power in Europe as seriously as the union of
France and Spain, and terms with France could be little
worse than the rule of the Archduke over the Austrian and
Spanish Empires. England was therefore resolved to end
the war. Peace was not concluded until 1713, but war was
waged only desultorily and English troops were withdrawn
in 1712. In Spain the Allies again occupied Madrid, only to
be reminded that they could never impose the claims of
Charles upon a people which resolutely held to Philip.
England and the Dutch made their Peace with France
at Utrecht in 1713 and the Emperor signed the Treaty of
Rastadt the next year. England gained practically all she
had fought for, except the expulsion of Philip from the
Spanish throne. She had fought " to reduce the exorbitant
power of France and to give a balance to Europe/'1 Now,
not only had Spain to cede the Spanish Netherlands, the
Spanish possessions in Northern Italy and Naples to Austria,
Sicily to Savoy, and a strong Barrier to Holland, but the
Treaty prescribed that the crowns of France and Spain
should never be united. The prestige of France lay buried
on the fields of Blenheim, Ramillies, Oudenarde, and Malpla-
quet; her resources were exhausted and the war had begun
the bankruptcy of her political and social system. England
1 Mrs. Bumet to Duchess of Marlborough, August 12, 1704. Cited
from Trevelyan, Select Documents for Anne's Reign, p. 167.

